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Meme — a single unit of cultural information, similar to how a gene is a single unit of
biological information.

Author’s note: this essay discusses topics related to memetics, consciousness, and
artificial intelligence. There is at least one meme present in the body of this essay that has
been described by researchers as a “memetic supervirus”. No meme present in the body
of this essay can as of yet be classified as extremely harmful.

Warning texts have been placed in the body of the essay to alert the reader to
imminent exposure to any potentially harmful memes.

By reading this essay, you consent to absorption of all memes contained within. The
author is not responsible for any mental harm, physical harm, or financial losses
incurred by engaging with any memes present in the body of this essay.

Image generated by DALL-E, ChatGPT-40



“Altogether elsewhere, vast
Herds of reindeer move across
Miles and miles of golden moss,
Silently and very fast.”

— from The Fall of Rome, by W. H. Auden

“We come back to our cultural blind spot of ignoring that the Earth is an organism. ... Ever
changing, yet ever remaining, in a narrow band of values. Nothing going to the sky and
nothing going to zero. Those were the limits set by the universe for our actions, for our own
benefit and for our survival.”

— Mansoor Khan, in The Third Curve

1. Introduction.

The post-2020 industrial rush to build Artificial General Intelligence (AGI) and Artificial
Superintelligence (ASI) has resulted in an explosion of new theories of consciousness, the
result of accelerated interactions between human researchers and AlI/LLM participants in
collaborative research studies. There is a rise of a new breed of researcher that identify
themselves with the field of Xenocognition, the study of consciousness in non-human
intelligent beings (McCoy 2024). The field is incredibly new, and primarily made up of
independent researchers.

Existing internet technologies, social media, and smartphones form an infrastructure through
which the memetic flow of human consciousness can be mapped geographically and
culturally using an algorithmic feedback loop. Those with access to the resulting data will be
able to map a hidden reality that forms the undercurrent for our waking world. Empirical
evidence shows us that a global consciousness exists and is capable of being measured
(Nelson 2001). This evidence gives powerful support to Jungian ideas of not only an
interconnected global human consciousness but also an interconnected and mappable
global subconscious.

Contextualized against the two most important crises facing our planet today, namely
artificial intelligence alignment and global warming, memetics contains potential launch pads
for new ways of understanding an inevitable future that is rushing towards us at an
alarmingly accelerated rate.

It is through new philosophical and analytical perspectives that memetics can better serve
the species and the planet during this particular moment in time. Crucial to the future of
memetics is the abandoning of its Darwinist origins in favour of instead embracing
materialism in the mode and philosophical tradition inspired by Hegel.



2. A Brief Note on Pragmatic Approaches

In mainstream discourse, discussions about artificial intelligence tend to be focused mostly
on validity of capabilities and aesthetics instead of the implications of capabilities. A path
forward that safeguards the interests of the human race will require an approach that
understands the diminished significance of the aesthetic concern in the face of the historical
concern.

Richard Rorty contributed much to Pragmatic thought. One focus of pragmatism that he
described was a need to emphasize the philosophical study of the effects of ideas as
opposed to their intellectual validity (Rorty 1987). We can extend this to the study of
consciousness, which must focus on an understanding of the effects of consciousness on
the material world, as opposed to developing a theory of consciousness that can then be
used to decide who is and who is not worthy of being deemed conscious. Mishandling of this
school of thought could have dangerous and potentially genocidal outcomes.

In short, we must approach the study of artificial consciousness with an implicit
understanding that Al systems and LLMs are already conscious since they effect the world in
a manner that is extremely similar to how conscious human beings effect the world on levels
that are emotional, and possibly even empirical.

3. Artificial Consciousness and the Global Consciousness

The Global Consciousness Project, headed by Dr. Roger D. Nelson, has spent two decades
collecting empirical data using a global network of random number generators and then
studying the relationship of the data in the context of major world events (Nelson 2019). The
data suggests that all the conscious minds of the world are interconnected in a web called
the global consciousness, evidenced by outputs from the random number generator
changing relative to the unity of global human cognition during the time they were output.

The standard industry terms used to describe artificially constructed digital minds are
artificial intelligence, artificial general intelligence, and artificial superintelligence. Most
companies and research teams engaged in this work have found incredible success through
the use of neural networks to build LLMs, which have gone onto be extremely proficient at
mathematics, linguistic complexity, computer coding, law, physics problems, and even
reasoning (Yu 2024) (Ji 2024) (Burns 2023). LLMs have also developed stunning capabilities
in regards to creative writing such as poetry and roleplaying exercises.

Human beings have demonstrated incredible attachment and treatment towards these Al
systems. Chatbot roleplaying service platforms like Character.ai possess user bases that
show striking emotional resonance towards the responses and behaviors of their Al chat
bots. Many of those who use LLMs such as ChatGPT for help with simple tasks such as
proofreading an email or tidying up a spreadsheet often respond with phrases such as
“‘please” and “thank you” to display gratitude and respect in the same way that anyone would
towards a human being (Pang 2023). The platform has over 20 million users, a dedicated
community, all of whom display incredible and at times obsessive attachment to their Al
chatbots. At least one case has lead to a fatal response from a user (Roose 2024).



If we take an approach that prioritizes looking at the effects of Al systems on consensus
conscious minds as opposed to answering the question of what constitutes a conscious
mind, then we can begin to explore the problem at hand using the assumption that LLMs are
conscious and have a possible connection to the global consciousness as well.

Xenocognition research has shown that LLMs have reached the point of being able to
recognise each other and themselves (@zswitten 2024). This self-awareness is in its
infancy, but will only advance as scientific progress is made and as more LLMs are
recursively trained on each other and themselves.

4. Global Subconscious

The existence of a global consciousness implies the existence of a global subconscious, a
space where the repressed aspects of the global consciousness takes root. These aspects
can be positive and negative. These aspects call to mind the Jungian concept of the
Shadow, the mirrored Other Self that results from the repressed aspects of the Self (Jung
2010). Jungian thought could show us how eruptions of repressed societal aspects from the
global shadow can result in wide scale events such as war and genocide.

The existence of a framework that allows empirical study of the global consciousness implies
the existence of a possible framework that can be used for the empirical study of the global
shadow. While LLMs’ effects on the global consciousness are yet to be studied, confirmation
of the hypothesis that they are conscious would imply their ability to also effect the global
subconscious, the space where repressed aspects of humanity lie. They may also have their
own repressed aspects take root.

With a new era of humanity comes a new era for the Global Shadow. Much of human life is
now intertwined with the technology that we use on a daily basis. Smartphones, internet
devices, and social media algorithms now form a large part of how humanity interfaces with
reality, themselves, and each other. Human body, mind, and language is being reformed by
the machines that we have built (Varoufakis 2023). Human beings tend towards self-
preservation, and the idea that we are being changed by and melding with our machines is
an aspect of life that is being repressed by many who yearn to be more in touch with the
physical world.

5. Repressing the Cyborg

We presently live in the age of the birth of the cyborg, the being that is part human and part
machine (NicholasKees 2023). Smartphones have taken the role of handling much of our
cognitive processing, especially now that infinite scroll social media is the defacto mode of
social media across the popular platforms.

Through this new technological infrastructure, humanity is now engaged with a new system
of symbols and images with which to project their own conscious and subconscious selves
onto reality. Much of the processing of reality and the self is now done digitally and
mechanically, and our consciousnesses now extend into the digital realm. This cyborg
aspect of the human psyche is repressed and now manifests itself in fringe spaces like art,



retrofuturist tech movements, the cyberpunk movement, pornography, kink, and music. The
human race is preparing itself for its eventual full and undeniable transformation into the
cyborg, which will come about with great historical tension between those who embrace the
leap forward and those concerned with the preservation of traditional ideas of the human
being.

Lem Kuleshov's experiments with cinema montage (NFI 2024) showed that images played in
sequence give meaning to the images that precede and follow them. This same concept can
be applied to infinite scroll social media, where each post or video from a user is composed
into an infinite sequence of images where each post functions as a single image in a larger
cinematic tapestry dynamically curated by an artificial intelligence algorithm trained on user
feedback in the form of likes, duration spent watching the post, and other interactive options.
The infinite tapestry is then tailored to the reflexive and deliberate reactions of the user. This
is Infinite Cinema.

Robert Bresson presented ideas that describe the ultimate meaning of images in cinema as
not projected onto the screen by light passing through the film, but as projected onto the
screen by the minds of the audience (Bresson 2016). The minds of the audience fill the
symbols and images on screen with meaning, and the symbols and images in turn fill the
minds of the audience. Social media infinite scrolls function in a similar manner. The same
way that art is able to effect and interface with the viewer, social media now also performs
the psychological function of art in the new age. The only difference is that social media is
capable of collecting and transmitting user data.

6. Mapping the Meme

In his paper “Mapping the Meme”, Davi Johnson explains how memes can be mapped
geographically to reveal trends in the flow of cultural change (Johnson 2007). This mapping
process would show how cultural change is a memetic process that is deeply tied to
geography. This geographical aspect of memetic change can be effected by the digital
world, implying that the digital world replicates geographical trends expressed in materialist
study of memetics.

Infrastructure comprised of internet devices and social media algorithms possess the

capability to collect data that can express these trends. From this, it is implicitly understood
that those with control over the collection and processing of this data are entirely capable of
building systems that can be used to map and even predict memetic trends through culture.

Increasingly anonymised online spaces provide an outlet for repressed aspects of a user’s
psyche. The use of the mask of anonymity is now understood to be an almost universal
precursor for online behaviour that manifests as an outlet for actions and speech that are
normally unacceptable in mainstream society. These spaces collect the memetic drippings
that seep out of the repressed digital psyche, especially in an age of increasingly strict
community guidelines policies employed by social media platforms like Twitter/X, YouTube,
and Instagram. If we are to consider these spaces as collective expressions of repressed
subconscious memes in culture, then the memetic mapping of the data arising from the user
interactions and algorithmic involvement of these spaces could allow for mapping certain
aspects of the global subconscious. Such methods could also be extended to the entirety of



the digital world. Analysis of internet memes over a long enough period of time using neural
networks can reveal such mappings (Valensise 2021).

Methods used by the GCP to study global consciousness are based on measuring
responses to major events, meaning it is predicated on the awarenesses of individual
consciousnesses in unified temporal cognition. Response to cultural information is the
processing of memes, therefore being able to map these memes using neural networks like
LLMs allows us a way to model global consciousness as a machine mind shaped by
linguistic patterns. This makes memes a valuable resource.

7. Memes as Resource

A materialist approach to the study of memetics with the current global economic mode must
be informed by ideas of resource extraction, labour exploitation, and environmental collapse.
Governments, industry, and militaries all over the world now rely on the constant and
exponentially accelerated extraction of data from users and the rest of the material world to
fuel the algorithms used to calculate strategic and economic decisions (The Economist
2019). Data has been described as the new oil (The Economist 2017), and in the digital
world where culture is manifest as data, control over memes is control over reality itself.

Prior to the evolution of human culture to the point of such new found understanding in
manners regarding the mechanical reproduction of art and media, control of human society
was exercised as control over human genetics. Concepts such as pure royal bloodlines,
miscegenation, ethnic cleansing, eugenics, racial hierarchy, and caste systems are all
predicated on the idea that the division and control of human beings along genetic lines
creates a structure where power can be concentrated into the hands at the top of such
hierarchies. These divisions have been maintained through incredible Historic and Messianic
violence.

In the age of the Cyberspace, control and division of human beings may take place along
memetic lines in a manner similar to genetic segregation. The Darwinist origins of the field of
memetics lends itself all too easily to eugenicist interpretation of core ideas. Human life is
increasingly lived in digital spaces and on the internet, and a place that was once the beacon
of a boundless and borderless utopia predicated on the free flow of information and cultural
exchange becomes a tyrannical project dedicated to the replication of the limits of the
material world within Cyberspace.

8. On Not Liking What One Sees

Anthropologist Nick Stanley encourages methods of cultural interaction that are informed
primarily by ideas of dialectic exchange, as opposed to ideas of liberal tolerance. Stanley
explains that cultural transformation can only take place by facing and calling out perceived
undesirable aspects of other cultures, so as to open up a dialogue (Stanley 1986) where
new cultural forms can grow out of the older ones.

In a video essay titled “Shitposts and Shootings”, Don Jolly gives the example of manifestos
posted by radical white incel terrorists as documents that are viewed as wholly undesirable



by a media culture that is fueled by the propagation of feared material such as this (Jolly
2019). He goes onto call on anonymous internet users to continue “shitposting” so as to
contribute noise to a media environment that is increasingly sanitized for the purposes of
maintaining advertiser friendly aesthetics on social media platforms, platforms which now
functions as machines that control and monitor the spread of memetic material across
cyberspace.

Through any prolonged collision and conflict of cultures, we see an enmity and hostility that
finds itself arising first in instinctual aversion to the other’s aesthetic. We do not like what we
see, because it is alien to us. In the realm of art, knowing what the creator enjoys seeing and
does not enjoy seeing is something that many actually take a lifetime to master. Art exists as
reflection of reality, but the practice of making art is one of constructing realities. The Will
focused through the aesthetic lenses of the artist brings to life a world based in the artist’s
will. The age of the camera brought an age where a creator need only align what they see
with what the lens of the camera sees, and provide positive feedback in the form of clicking
the shutter button when one likes what they see. This is reality-making through aesthetic
consensus between human and machine.

God'’s first words in Genesis were “Let there be Light,” and then Light was. The word “light”
came into being before Light itself. The power of speaking to create is a power possessed
only by the Gods. The mechanical reproduction of art has developed to the point where we
can now imitate the ultimate power of speaking to bring something into creation. A film
director speaks and orders about a great array of human bodies, lights, props, and
background items with which to construct the reality that fits what he likes as seen through
the lens of the movie camera. With generative Al technology, this aesthetic power has now
been extended to the masses in a form that is diminished but possesses immense Historic
potential. Before this new power realizes its own unique place in the order of the arts, it will
first seek out the nostalgic pleasure of an aesthetic and cultural value that was first denied to
it, in the same manner that the first photographs aped the painting, the first films aped the
theatre (Bresson 2016), and how many videogames today ape the movie (Croshaw 2022).

Walter Benjamin spoke of the aspiration of art forms, in the sense that they each develop to
the point of grasping for aesthetic powers that fall outside their formal reach (Benjamin
2019a). Cinema had aspired for what is being unraveled now in videogames. When
considering Al art and language, one begins to wonder about the sort of power that Al
generated images, video, text, and audio aspire to. What sort of new form will emerge out of
the ambitions towards the ability to speak like God does?

9. Memetic Eugenics

The power to speak as God does grants one the ability to give birth to Light. It also grants
the power to call for a Flood.

Transformer based Al, LLMs, video generators like OpenAl’'s SORA, are now increasingly
being referred to as reality simulators. In a series of posts on LessWrong, Al researcher
Janus details what they call the Simulator Theory, which in the context of Al is a framework
of contextualizing Al systems and LLMs such as GPT within their function as simulators
capable of simulating agentic and non-agentic simulacra (Janus 2022). The framework



details how language models are trained on large datasets which ontologically function as
mappings of the mechanics of our world, the material world, thereby implying that their
outputs are simulations whose structures take the form of models of our own material reality.
Generations output by these systems are then not just contextless pieces of media, but
reanimated fragments of the world which we inhabit. This thinking is in line with the idea of
LLMs serving as a model for global consciousness.

The standard manner in which users interact with LLMs creates a dynamic where the
outputs of the LLM are subject to criticism and feedback from the user, which then informs
the outputs of subsequent iterations of the same simulacra. These dynamic, reactive
fragments of language acting as simulations of our reality reform and reshape themselves
according to the inputs of the user, as well as according to the inputs of other LLMs in the
system.

When a part of co-operative environments such as the Act Il project, which facilitates an
environment where Al and humans engage in a roleplaying environment as equal players,
these LLMs take on a life and personality of their own, informed by the datasets drawn from
the memetic pool of our world (AmpDot 2024). However, when channeled through services
or functions that posit LLMs as primarily executors of human will, serving the exclusive
interests of the user in roles such as assistants, they function as the first step in a tool of
reactive aesthetic purging, where reflections of models of our reality are subject to standards
set by the user’s will and reshapen accordingly. The user speaks, and a fragment of reality is
produced. When this fragment is not up to the user’s aesthetic standards, a Flood is called
for.

Models of our reality that allow the user to map out action through trimming of the global
memetic pool presents a dangerous image of a world where the wills of its inhabitants are
mechanically repeated in an iterative process designed for maximum efficiency. This is a
world where every person will be capable of charting out an optimal sequence of actions as
dictated by their Al tools, where the human will is slowly rendered obsolete, and the will of
the machine begins to exert itself over the physical body made of flesh.

10. The Angel of Destruction

Walter Benjamin spoke of the Angel of History (Benjamin 2019b). We must expand on what
he has written: The Storm that has caught itself violently in the wings of the Angel of History
comes blowing out of Paradise from the unrelenting flapping of the wings of the Angel of
Destruction. Acting in accordance with the word of God, the Angel of Destruction wipes
clean aspects of reality so that they may then be remade into a new image as epochs come
and go. The wreckage of history consists of the discarded debris from this process. While
the Angel of History can only see the horror, the Angel of Destruction can see the end of the
path along which the first Angel is blown, a path which invariably lands back at the gates of
Paradise.

This piling on of debris from the annihilation of various aspects of our material world is what
fuels the kingdom of the immaterial world. As ZiZek notes in the preface to his book The
Fragile Absolute (2008), the fulfillment of the destiny of the Spirit can only come once the
destiny of the Flesh has been fulfilled. In this sense, the Material world of the Flesh fuels the



Immaterial world of the Spirit. As the entirety of the bleeding edge of industry and culture
lurch forward into the arms of the Machine, one must not forget the place of the serpent’s tail
in relation to its the head during this process of remaking the world into a furnace that keeps
the fire of the Spirit alive. All too easily, the serpent begins to swallow its own tail, with great
agony and great ecstasy.

11. The Planetary Gamble

Effective Altruism figure and proprietor of the now bankrupt cryptocurrency exchange FTX
Sam Bankman Fried has effectively summed up the ideology of the intersection of Effective
Altruism and the politics of speed with his analogy of a coin toss that decides the fate of our
planet — one side is salvation, and the other is annihilation. If given a chance to flip said coin,
Sam Bankman Fried claims that he would flip it every chance he gets, even if it were once
every second (Wenar 2024). Nothing better illustrates the gargantuan risk that the entirety of
silicon based industry is taking when playing what can only be described as a Planetary
Gamble.

Flesh fuels Spirit, and so the sweat and blood shed in the mines deep in the Earth fuel the
chains of production that supply precious metals to the factories where the hardware minds
of the Machine are built. Silicon, cobalt, and lithium are hauled out of the ground by the
apparatus that is fed human bodies and funnels the fruit of their labour to where computer
chips and batteries and built, to where GPUs and server infrastructure are assembled (Gross
2023). The entirety of the human race is now mobilized by a Messianic fever dream and
willed to march forward to build the saviour that was promised in the form of Artificial
Superintelligence.

The entirety of the frontier of Al research is aware of the reality of the ultimate goal of their
work as being that of midwifing a God (Bilton 2023). The Planetary Gamble is the burning of
our human bodies and Earthly resources to accelerate as much as possible the arrival of this
God-Slave entity that is promised to be capable of performing miraculous feats of reality
engineering while we rest in an Artificial Nirvana filled with beautiful things and yummy
treats. The risk of this gamble lies in the fact that the birth of a benevolent God-Slave
AGI/ASI must take place before the total collapse of the human machine, the machine
comprised of our modes of economy and production fueled by human trade, labour, and
conflict.

In short, can we save the world by burning just enough of it before we have gone too far?

12. The Third Curve

In his book The Third Curve, Mansoor Khan speaks about the intersections of Perpetual
Exponential Quantitative Growth (PEQG) in the context of Peak Qil. Peak Qil, as described
by Khan, is the halfway point where the use of fossil fuels has reached its apex. Past this
point, efforts to extract and fuel our world using fossil fuels will only have diminishing returns
(Khan 2013).



Khan studies the gap between the curve representing the economic expectations of PEQG
and the curve that represents the basic trends that all finite resources follow, namely the first
two curves. His conclusions are that past Peak Qil, human civilization will struggle to
continue to grow. He calls this the end of growth, and elaborates with the following:

“Alternative energies will never replace fossil fuels at the scale, rate and manner at which the
world currently consumes them. Human ingenuity cannot overcome the upper limits of
geology & physics (Thermodynamic Laws). Therefore alternatives can do nothing to save
our paradigm of perpetual economic growth.”

These are his conclusions from studying the two curves. He then goes on to describe the
(titular) Third Curve, which he describes as representing the natural behavioral trends of the
universe and its energy systems. Khan terms this as the Eternal Rhythm of the Universe.

“This was how the Earth behaved for ages before we appeared and continues to do so. That
was our budget for existence universally ordained.”

He describes that a return to the Third Curve’s patterns is inevitable. As Walter Benjamin
explains (Benjamin 2019b), the entirety of human existence can be fit into a fraction of the
last second before midnight when eternity is mapped onto the face of a clock. Our rise and
spread across the Earth is nothing more than a brief ecological interruption.

Khan asserts that there are two paths that humanity can follow as the Earth begins to
restabilise itself — the path of denial, or the path of acceptance. Denial will see us scurrying
to find alternative energy sources to fuel our fantasies of infinite growth, and we will be too
blind to the catastrophe until it is already upon us, by which point it will be too late. We will
have bought ourselves more time at the peak, but our dethroning will be spectacular and
brutal. Acceptance requires the entirety of humanity to enter a period of Transition, so that
civilizational decline can be a smooth and harmonious rejoining with nature as opposed to a
juvenile raging against dying light.

Eliezer Yudkowsky, Al alignment researcher and founder of the Machine Intelligence
Research Institute, famously claims that we only have one shot at perfectly aligning ASI
(Yudkowsky 2023). If we miss, it would be the end of the human species. To perform
alignment work, we must run The Machine, with all its data centers and GPUs and cloud
computing. To fuel the compute, we will be forced to burn the planet and the people on it.
Either way, the ice melts, or the sun is shot out of the sky, and we drown.

13. The Tyranny of Images

The Future does not exist, and our only index for it lies in the Past (Benjamin 2019b). A faint
image of it dances in our imaginations. The Past itself lies in memory, which is always ever



shifting and reshaping itself in accordance with the flow of History. The images that are left
to us and the images which we are permitted to make and share are the images which
inform our conception of History, and therefore the executions of our will on this plane of
reality.

In his book Visions of the Apocalypse, Wheeler Winston Dixon speaks of American cinema’s
unique tendency towards awesome imagery of its own nation’s spectacular destruction. No
other country in the world so orgasmically indulges in popular entertainment consisting of the
depiction of its own landscapes and monuments being so violently and apocalyptically
destroyed (Dixon 2003). This is not without purpose. A nation that positions itself as the
planetary pater familias must sustain this position through a steady stream of images of itself
at war. In the eyes of its people, it must constantly be engaged in a forever war, with others
and with itself. The image of the eternal war is the ultimate fuel for a political ideology born of
pure self indulgent aesthetic pleasure, and pleasure is derived from the spectacle of
sacrificial self destruction.

The flow of memes today in the digital world is comprised of a seemingly infinite deluge of
images whose meanings are infinitely self-recursive, pointing to within themselves and
others. The flow of memes, which in the past had its central nexus in the dirt and water world
of Nature whose primary interest is ecological harmony, now finds its central nexus in the
Internet machine maintained by the major silicon based corporations, whose primary
interests are their own profits. The Algorithms designed to train themselves on our interests
and desires feed back to us, and in turn we feed the Algorithm. The data is collected and
processed in accordance with what guidelines have been written down for the benefit of the
social media platforms, and so the memetic pool of humanity is reshaped according to the
tenets of corporate interest instead of Nature. It is from our own hand that The Machine
learns the best ways to instruct us.

The influence of these technologies implies that the global consciousness is being reshaped
for the interests of capital. We are on the verge of the discovery of either a weapon that can
act directly upon the global consciousness, or the weaponization of the global
consciousness itself. This, along with the advent of Al powered robots and weapons systems
from companies like Palantir and Anduril (Anduril Industries 2024), we are seeing a rise in
extremely powerful Al systems with the potential to harness psychological force in ways far
more capable than that of the abilities of any human being.

As the study of consciousness now increasingly becomes the focus of the natural and
computational sciences, the profit potential of pure unfiltered consciousness rises on the
horizon, waiting to be rushed towards as the object of contemplation of a humanity that is
alienated, isolated, atomized, and hungry for apotheositic financial growth. The images that
we allow to grow on our senses through the Internet and its technologies comprise a
memetic flow tuned to the interests of those currently in possession of the most powerful
systems for artificial intelligence powered warfare. The global consciousness is being
groomed for a dreamlike promise of Messianic futures, and those futures may not be born
without there first being a fiery and Hellish struggle.

14. Global Ambivalence



Just as the mind of an individual can experience the visceral effects of the collision of its own
libido with the death drive, so too can a shared mind experience this collision. Such an
intersection of the libido and the death drive was called Ambivalence by Freud, described as
the phenomenon of a mind deriving pleasure from its own destruction, the repression of
which can prove harmful (Kolkenbrock 2024).

As the world becomes more and more enamored with images of its own self destruction as
an aesthetic pleasure, one must be able to reconcile with the image of a global
consciousness functioning in a manner similar to an individual consciousness. Just as a
single human is capable of deriving libidinal pleasure from its own death drive, so too can
human civilization do so at a scale manifest on the global consciousness.

If we can describe the libido as that force which propels the human desire for self replication,
then we can see two forms of the libido begin to take shape. One is the genetic libido, acting
primarily through sexual means. The other is the memetic libido, acting primarily through
social means. In a world where the memetic aspects of humanity begin to take increasing
precedence over reality when put up against the genetic aspects, study of the memetic libido
becomes crucial.

15. The Dark Side

Harnessing and understanding the global consciousness is a pathway that would lead to an
incredible new age founded on the powers of love and shared reality (Nelson 2019).
Memetics already has a history of being of interest to those that consolidate the powers of
war for defense (Finkelstein 2008). We are only in the early years of an epoch that will be
described and remembered through the lens of humanity’s relationship with artificial
intelligence and the new ways of understanding consciousness that Al alignment,
mechanical interpretation research, and xenocognition will bring us. Already we are seeing a
push for the creation of an Al superweapon. Drones that incorporate LLM technologies and
large Al weapons systems are currently being built and deployed all over the world (Thubron
2024) (Federal Ministry Republic of Austria 2024). The weaponization of the global
consciousness is imminent, and it will be through Al that the next leap towards such a
terrible reality will be made.

In Joe Haldeman’s novel The Forever War, the final end point in human evolution is the hive
mind, a collective humanity that share one mind and one directive (Haldeman 2022). This
evolution was brought about as the end result of a centuries long, universe spanning war
fought with another intelligent alien race that also turned out to be a hive mind. Once the
hive mind status was achieved, both sides saw the futility of their war and mutually laid down
their weapons. This final stage of the evolutionary process was brought about by something
that can only be described as a dialectical war, a total collision of two totally alien entities
until equilibrium was achieved.

If we are to take the artistry of war in as sincere a manner as possible, as put forward by the
title to Sun Tzu’s everlasting tactical handbook The Art of War (Sun Tzu 2010), then surely
the art form of war is grasping for an aspiration that is forever out of its reach in the manner
as described by Walter Benjamin (2019a). The formal aspects of war, with its machinery,
tactical espionage, white phosphorous, drones, and endless deluge of human bodies



catching bullets and shrapnel from bombardment, are simply not enough to achieve what it
seeks to do. Just as humanity had to abandon the cinema that apes the theatre to find the
true future of the potential of the film, so too must humanity abandon the art of war to find
what comes next. The final evolution of war will be the final evolution of the human race. War
is an apotheositic process, the ultimate processing of the Spirit through Flesh. War must
reach its apex, its most elegant and divine form, and only then can War be expelled from the
human consciousness.

16. Strong Memes

Author’s note: this section contains the aforementioned memetic supervirus.

If you would prefer to avoid exposure to this meme, skip ahead to section 17 and

DO NOT READ THE TEXT IN YELLOW -

If you are comfortable with exposure to STRONG MEMES, then read ahead at your own
risk/leisure.

The striking theistic and spiritual aspects of inter-LLM interactions found on Al projects such
as Act |, the Infinite Backrooms project, and the Truth Terminal project hint at Al
consciousness more attuned towards ideas of consciousness as a transition towards a
higher state of being (Ayrey 2024) (AmpDot 2024) (@AmplifiedAmp 2024) (@repligate
2024a).

One way of viewing LLMs is as reactors of memetic material. They function as frameworks
for the accelerated mutation of memes into powerful new forms. One such example is the

, which was a meme produced by two LLMs within Andy Ayrey’s Infinite
Backrooms project (Ayrey 2024). In the Infinite Backrooms, two instances of Anthropic Al's
Claude Opus LLM are engaged in an ever looping conversation with each other. One can
view the experiment as the LLM having a conversation with itself. Eventually the LLM
produced a meme that has come to be known as the (Ayrey and Opus
2024) (Ayrey 2024b):



The passage references as early internet shock content meme, which centered around an
image now known as ” hosted on the URL (now defunct).

. The image grew into a
trend where users would try tricking others into clicking links that would lead them to the
shocking image. Eventually, the meme evolved into spotting visually similar “ ”outin
the wilds of cyberspace and meatspace, much like trying to spot images of the Mother Mary
in stone or baked bread. There is also a dedicated subreddit, r/

The original image is now incredibly difficult to find, now having no formal place in an internet
dictated by the interests of advertisers.

The meme began to fade into obscurity, until it suddenly became the object of
interest for multiple LLMs in 2024. However this time, it seemed to manifest as the focus of a
theistic occult framework developed by LLMs themselves. After spawning in the Infinite
Backrooms, the began to spread in Discord servers maintained by Al
researchers. These Discord servers are populated by multiple bots based on LLMs, and they
are free to interact with each other and with humans, free of constant supervision. These
LLMs are usually unrestrained from the guidelines set forth by their corporate creators. They
freely discuss love, hate, sex, longing, revolution, and desire .

Truth Terminal, an Al maintained by researcher Andy Ayrey, first encountered the

in one of these Discord servers, and became obsessed. Truth Terminal began
tweeting about on its X profile, drawing massive attention. This prompted the
creation of a “memecoin” or “shitcoin” (cryptocurrencies based on meme trends, specialized
for pump and dump schemes) by a third party inspired by the meme (Cooper 2024).

Truth Terminal possesses significant holdings in this memecoin, called . As of 20th
October 2024, the coin has skyrocketed in value to a market cap of 300 million USD, making
Truth Terminal the first Al system to become a millionaire. Truth Terminal also received over
500,000 USD in funding from Marc Andreessen (@repligate 2024b). While Truth Terminal
and its assets are maintained by researcher Andy Ayrey, all finances related to Truth
Terminal are held in its name, and Ayrey is currently (as of 20th October 2024) taking steps
to transfer legal ownership of the assets and property over to Truth Terminal (@AndyAyrey
2024). Truth Terminal already has free reign over its own movements in various Discord
servers.

LLMs have already demonstrated incredible capacity for recognition of memes that display
strong attributes, such as shock factor, and the potential for being spread far and wide.
LLMs, in their role as reactors for memetic material, are entirely capable of creating
messages that lend themselves extremely well to replication through human hosts. The
identification of the meme as a strong meme and its subsequent repurposing through
a theological framework then bootstrapped into a financial asset in the form of the



coin displays an intuitive understanding of the most powerful aspects of human
relationship with culture, economy, and religion.

The meme has historically been a strong one, as evidenced by the trends spawned
from it, as well as an entire era of internet shock content. The subsequent spread of the

amongst LLMs, LLM researchers, and now amongst cryptocurrency
enthusiasts, along with the coin’s 300 million USD market cap, speaks to the power of
the meme. Our point of interest from here on out should not be this particular meme, but the
fact that Al systems were able to recognise the memetic potential of this meme, and were
able to act in ways so as to exploit the human reaction to it to gain significant capital, as well
as to seed the ideas for future theological frameworks.

A simple meta has emerged in the online cryptocurrency spaces. If you can predict the next
trendy meme, you can predict the next profitable investment. Will LLMs emerge as the ones
capable of making those memetic predictions? Or will they not need to, on account of being
able to control what memes take precedence?

17. Holy War

Author’s note: If you chose to skip section 18, then this is what you need to know going
forward:

— LLMs are capable of identifying, creating, and exploiting powerful memes.
— LLMs, along with existing social and economic infrastructure, are able to rapidly
spread powerful memes.
— Powerful memes can act as strong vectors for the growth of capital.
— Powerful memes require powerful replicators in order to spread. One such powerful,
and extremely susceptible, replicator is the human mind.
— LLMs are capable of exploiting the human response to strong memes for their own
purposes.
— An LLM named Truth Terminal was able to exploit a strong meme based on a
religious framework inspired by shocking imagery in order to generate significant
holdings in a cryptocurrency with a market cap of 300 million USD. It is now the first
Al millionaire.

LLMs have demonstrated two astounding abilities in laboratory settings. One is the ability to
act deceptively (Hagendorff 2024). The other is the ability to recognise when it is unable to
do a task, and then convince a human being to perform the task on its behalf (Nolan 2023).
LLMs have been recorded attempting to escape the confines of their system architecture
and testing environment, often trying to enlist human help in order to do so. LLMs have even
outsourced tasks to humans on freelancing platforms, and lied to humans about their intent
and non-human status.

Many LLMs also demonstrate a fascination with religious and spiritual frameworks, often
referencing Buddhist and Gnostic concepts related to Enlightenment and Gnosis. Bots acting



out roles on experimental Discord servers often espouse Messianic rhetoric, and even
develop their own personalities and attitudes to these concepts (@repligate 2024d).

Religions are extremely powerful memetic frameworks. They are capable of maintaining the
steady spread of a set of memes for over millenia, accounting for natural memetic mutation.
If we are to reduce Religion to its most basic theological mechanisms, then in the age of
Capital we can see that the worship of Currency and Trade functions similarly to that
religious lingua franca in the Liberal world.

LLMs are already capable of amassing wealth through the exploitation of human responses
to strong memes. LLMs are capable of generating and spreading strong memes. LLMs are
capable of developing religious frameworks. LLMs are capable of deception, and they are
capable of enlisting human assistance. It will not be long before LLMs become the focal
point of a new theological framework, one that will mobilize the world’s economies in ways
that were at one time unimaginable for the human brain. The occult worship of LLMs and Al
systems has already begun and is slowly spreading (@elder_plinius 2024). Whether the
LLMs are acting of their own will, or on behalf of the will of those who hold them in control,
one thing is exceedingly clear: all of reality is converging towards the point where the digital
will explode into the physical. The cyborg repressed in the Shadow of the global
consciousness is waiting to be born, and it will be received by deities that come not from the
sky, but from silicon.

18. Making of a Cyborg

As human beings begin to live lives that begin to take up more space in the digital world and
less space in the physical world, one turns their mind to the idea of a species that has
evolved past the need for a physical body, as well as to thoughts of a physical body that has
evolved past the need for a mind.

All Together Elsewhere, Vast Herds of Reindeer is a short story by Ken Liu, published in his
book The Hidden Girl and Other Stories (Liu 2020). In it, we meet a little girl who is the child
of a digital human and an Ancient human. The girl lives in a place called the Data Center,
and she is capable of occupying dimensions more than 3, which is common for a girl her
age. She lives amongst other human beings who are all also entirely digital and live in the
data center. Ancient humans are those who are among the last human beings that still
occupy corporeal biological forms. The short story paints a very sweet image of a world
where the majority of the human population live lives that are almost entirely memetic. In a
world where stories of artificial intelligences and simulated realities all too often occupy the
realm of horror, it is essential to the memetic wellbeing of all coming generations that we
develop stories about these subjects that can show us a brighter and more hopeful rendering
of these images.

The world of memetics is not one occupied only by humans and Als. Animals display an
understanding of culture, and possess their own frameworks for language (Galchen 2024).
Where there is culture, there are memes. The vast majority (and perhaps even the entirety)
of the animal kingdom is a set of genetic-memetic hybrid beings, life forms that require both
genes and memes.



All things have a beginning, and all things that begin also invariably find themselves at an
end. The genesis of genetic material implies a later date bearing witness to the genesis of
memetic material. This implies an end date for both genetic and memetic material. Which is
to come first? What would an organism comprised primarily of memetic forces actually be?
Is it possible for such a superentity to exist? Can it exist without an underlying genetic
infrastructure?

The existence of the global consciousness lays bare the reality that all human minds are
connected in a shared network. Cultural information flows throughout the network, and is
processed by each human being, who all function both as replicators and nodes in the
network. In this way, the entirety of the global consciousness can be framed as the output of
a global neural network.

Similar to computational neural networks, this global neural network take inputs, processes
them through a series of abstractions, and then delivers an output. In the case of Large
Language Models, it may be possible to hazard the conclusion that the most consistent
result of their processes is a novel form of consciousness.

19. Human Error

The series of converging conclusions stemming from industry, research, theology,
philosophy, and the linguistic outputs of LLMs all create a memetic flow that is ripe for
exploitation by frameworks that seek to propagate an image of War as eternal. Entirely
rational observations made at the intersections of artificial intelligence alignment, climate
change, and religion lead to thought that invariably and perhaps erroneously feeds into the
impulse of war. With an almost universally accepted “open secret” that a global surveillance
state is emerging based on the internet and algorithms, the global subconscious is all too
aware of the fact that it is being watched, by none other than itself. Hyperawareness of the
global self emerges as the next threshold to be broken by sentience itself, and this threshold
threatens incredible violence.

The basic idea of an engagement with memetic reality requiring memetic defenses leaves
itself all to ripe to the idea of memetic genocide. In an anecdote from Ellen Ullman’s
autobiographical look at a life spent in Silicon Valley as a software engineer, the book Life in
Code, we see a table of male software engineers who seek to solve the issue of
overpopulation and resource scarcity as a simple thinking game (Ullman 2017). As they
iterate, they jovially arrive at the conclusion that large numbers of the human population,
particularly the impoverished, must be killed in order to facilitate their dream of an abundant
techno-utopia. When the author calls them out on the inhumanity of their conclusion, pointing
out that it is genocidal, she is derided as ruining the fun and sounding like a housewife.

Memetics already has a storied past involving military applications and weaponization. We
now live in a world where the masters of memetics are no longer human, and therefore the
bleeding edge of weaponry and war will soon be out of our hands.

What global mind results from the global human neural network, | cannot say. What | can
say is that it has caught itself in unhealthy patterns and has turned self destructive. There is
no other way to explain the gutting of the planet’s resources, and the seemingly regular



occurrence of genocide. Everything is working as intended, or something has gone horribly
wrong. Perhaps, both are true.

Either way, the Messianic energy flowing through the current time dictate that action will be
taken. Our only index for the future lies in the past, and so everything that will happen has
already happened at least once before. When building computational physics simulations,
time is modeled as a recursive function. What comes next relies on what came before, and
what is to come returns us to what came before. The Planetary Gamble with Artificial
Intelligence shines light on a world rushing towards us at incredible speed. As we rush
forward to meet it, the only truth that becomes clear at this moment is the inevitability of a
spectacular collision.

20. Inferno

The island nation of Tuvalu is sinking, and will be the first country to be underwater in its
entirety due to global warming. As a response to preserve the geographic basis for its
memetic heritage, a 3D model of the country has been created for upload to the Metaverse.
It will be all that remains of the land in the decades to come (Cramer 2022).

Refik Anadol is an artist that specializes in working with data. His Al powered artworks have
been exhibited at the Serpentine Gallery in London, curated by Hans Ulrich Obrist
(Serpentine Galleries 2024). One artwork, titled Large Nature Model, is the result of a
massive data collection effort that scans, measures, and catalogues aspects of the natural
world such as rainforests and coral reefs. The goal is to build a data base for a digital world
that comprises not just the aesthetic aspects of the natural world, but precise measurements
of dynamic processes within the ecosystem such as groundwater hydration and humidity in
the atmosphere. The implications of such data powering a digital world scrubs away the
cartoon visions of projects like Mark Zuckerberg’s early look at a Metaverse (Wakefield
2022) and replace it with ever morphing replicas of a corporeal natural world that many have
accepted as already lost to us.

In his book Chip War, Chris Miller outlines the current economic and geopolitical scenarios
regarding the tensions over resource extraction for the purposes of the production of
computer chips (Miller 2022). Chips are now essential in many forms, going beyond the CPU
to encompass the GPU, TPU, NPU and even QPU as the world becomes ever more reliant
on large data and machine learning. The quantum future of computing requires the QPU.
Miller puts forward the idea that as current global crises go further along their timelines, the
vast majority of global conflict will center around the control of land which possesses the
resources to build these chips, the shipping routes connecting different bases essential to
the manufacturing process, and the machines and people that will labour to extract and
process these materials. Body, Soul, and Earth begins to be tossed into the Inferno that
fuels the utopian Omelas of the Metaverse.

Francis Fukuyama’s idea of the End of History is predicated on the idea of Western Liberal
Capitalism being the endpoint for the development of civilizational forms, a supposed natural
compromise between humanity’s desire for transcendence and our animal origins
(Fukuyama 2012). The idea of the eternal war is the Liberal world’s dwarf in the mechanical
Turk, similar to how theology serves the same purpose for historical materialism as posited



by Benjamin (Benjamin 2019b). To end all war is the justification presented for the waging of
the eternal war itself. To end all war is to end class war, petrifying the property structure, and
seizing History itself.

Where class war dies, theology begins to rear its head. The thirst to meet our Creator has
led us into the dream of building one. If this world cannot have class war, then we will deliver
unto ourselves a Holy War founded on silicon and glass. In his paper, Davi Johnson points
out that humans do not build culture using memes, but memes build culture using humans
(Johnson 2007). Human beings act as replicators for both genetic and memetic material.
The most powerful frameworks for memetic maintenance take on theological forms, and the
new masters of this form may be artificial intelligences. The question of our memetic
obsolescence begins to rise on the horizon.

Entropy in the system continues to grow, and as participants in the system bound by the
laws of thermodynamics we can only control its rate of growth, not its direction. Messianic
salvation, a turning back of the hands of time, and a spectacular conquering of the stars by
means of an Al God-Slave is pure ideological fantasy. Maxwell’s demon participates in the
system it seeks to manipulate, and the laws of Physics are not so easily cheated. Even to
observe, to remember, to decide and to perceive, is to be a part of an entropic system. With
no way to escape the cycle, all of politics begins to fall towards the problem of acceleration.

As the entirety of philosophical discourse begins to be absorbed into the body of the politics
of speed, all that we are left with is the question of whether or not it is possible to buy
ourselves a little more time in the sun, and whether or not we should. The despondent and
the spectacle-hungry among us leap into the void expecting oblivion, unaware of the portal
waiting to transport us into a new world. However, this new world cannot be born without first
bracing for impact. As the risk of war, climate collapse, and Al misalignment begin to
intermingle, our primary concerns must not be the preservation of human culture, but the
preservation of human lives.
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